
July 7, 2014 
 
To:   Mayor Bemrich and City Council  
 
From:  David Fierke, City Manager 
 
Subject: Property Acquisition - 
 115 2nd Avenue NW 
  

 
 
ACTION:  For vote Monday, July 14, 2014 

 
 
Brief History 
City staff has been attempting to purchase the property at 115 2nd Avenue NW for 
several years because it is located within the 100-year floodplain.  Recent negotiations 
have resulted in an agreement with the owner Raymond Knutson to purchase the 
property.  
 
Analysis of Issue 
Since the property is located in the 100-year floodplain, it is recommended that the 
structures be removed and the property be held in public ownership. 
 
Budget Impact 
A purchase price of $17,500 has been negotiated with the owner.  Funds from the 
Economic Development Revolving Fund would be utilized for the purchase.  In addition, 
special assessments and past due water bills would be waived, which total 
approximately $3,600. 
 
Strategic Plan Impact 
Policy C.2.1: The important economic, tourism, and community image benefits of 
attractive major travel corridors through the area shall be recognized. Such entryway 
corridors shall receive priority attention for improved appearance and development 
standards, including landscaping, signage, tree preservation, underground utilities, 
streetlights, and sidewalks. 
 
Policy D.1.10: Development activities in the 100-year floodplain shall be carefully 
controlled. If development must occur, low intensity uses such as open space, 
recreation and adequately buffered agricultural activities shall be preferred. 
 
Policy D.3.5: Conservation areas shall be identified and mapped to include 100 year 
floodplains, riparian buffers along streams, Natural Heritage Areas, critical wildlife 
habitat, public parks, and other significant, limited or irreplaceable natural areas. 
Development, if any, should be limited and attentive to the protection of environmental 
features. 



 
 
Existing Plan Impact 
The acquisition of this property is consistent with the Envision 2030 Plan. 
 
Subcommittee or Commission Review / Recommendation 
None 
 
Staff Conclusions / Recommendations 
Approve the attached Offer to Purchase. 
 
Alternatives 
The only alternative would be to not acquire this property, which is not recommended. 
 
Implementation and Accountability 
If this acquisition is approved, staff of the Department of Business Affairs and 
Community Growth would begin the process of acquisition, followed by demolition. 
 
Proposed Timeline: 
      
 Closing on property:    On or before August 2014 
 Demolition:     September 2014 
 
 
Signed      Approved 

 
__________________________  ___________________________ 
Vickie L. Reeck    David R. Fierke 
Community Development Manager City Manager 
 
 



RESOLUTION NO.  __________ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 
 

WHEREAS, the property at 115 2nd Avenue NW, owned by Raymond Knutson is 
located in the 100 year floodplain; and, 
 
WHEREAS, negotiations with the owner have resulted in an agreement to 
purchase the property for $17,500; and, 
 
WHEREAS, in addition to the purchase price, the City would waive special 
assessments and past due water bills on the property, totaling approximately 
$3,600; and 
 
WHEREAS, it would be in the City’s best interest to acquire said parcel in order 
to clear the site. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, let it be resolved, by the City Council of Fort Dodge, Iowa, 
that: 

1. The attached Offer to Purchase and Acceptance is hereby 
approved. 

 
2. The Department of Business Affairs and Community Growth shall 

proceed with the execution of said Offer according to the terms and 
conditions therein. 

 
PASSED AND APPROVED this _____ day of _____________________, 2014. 
 
AYES:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
NAYS:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
OTHER: _______________________________________________________ 
 
  

   City of Fort Dodge, Iowa 
 
 

      By:_____________________________ 
       Matt Bemrich, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Jeff Nemmers, City Clerk 
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