
December 15, 2014 
 
To:   Mayor Bemrich and City Council  
 
From:  David Fierke, City Manager 
 
Subject: Waiver of Special Assessments 
 110 7th Avenue North 

 
 

 
ACTION:  For vote Monday, December 22, 2014 

 
 
Brief History 
Webster County held a tax sale certificate on the above-referenced property from 1995 
until 2008.  During that time and previous to 1995 delinquent taxes and special 
assessments accrued on the property.  On August 15, 2008, Webster County redeemed 
the tax sale certificate and received a tax sale deed, becoming the legal titleholder of 
the property.  The County then sold the property on February 3, 2009 and provided the 
new owner with a quit claim deed. It seems likely that the intent was for those taxes and 
special assessments to be forgiven as part of the transfer, but no forgiveness was ever 
documented.  The adjacent property owner, Gale McKinney, has requested that the City 
and the County formally waive the delinquent taxes and special assessments so that he 
can obtain clear title to the property. 
 
Analysis of Issue 
The delinquent taxes and special assessments accrued from 1992 to 2008 should have 
been forgiven at the time of transfer from the County in 2008. 
  
Budget Impact 
The only budget impact will be the City and County’s inability to collect the delinquent 
taxes and special assessments.  Moving forward, however, the property taxes will be 
paid and the property maintained by Mr. McKinney. 
  
Strategic Plan Impact 
Policy C.1.5: The rehabilitation, reuse, or removal of currently unused or underutilized 
structures, sites and infrastructure shall be accomplished. 
 
Existing Plan Impact 
The waiver of the delinquent taxes and special assessments in order to allow the 
transfer of clear title to Mr. McKinney is consistent with the Envision 2030 Plan. 
 
Subcommittee or Commission Review / Recommendation 
None 
 



 
Staff Conclusions / Recommendations 
Approve the waiver of all delinquent taxes and special assessments accrued prior to 
February 3, 2009. 
 
Alternatives 
The only alternative would be to not waive the delinquent taxes and special 
assessments. 
 
Implementation and Accountability 
Provide notification to Webster County of the City’s concurrence to waive delinquent 
taxes and special assessment accrued on this property prior to February 3, 2009. 
 
Signed      Approved 
 

 
__________________________  ___________________________ 
Vickie Reeck, Community    David R. Fierke 
Development Manager   City Manager 



 
 

RESOLUTION NO. __________ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WAIVER OF DELINQUENT TAXES AND SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENTS ON THE PROPERTY AT 110 7TH AVENUE NORTH 

 
WHEREAS, delinquent taxes and special assessments accrued on the above-referenced 
property from 1992 until 2008; and, 
 
WHEREAS, Webster County received a tax sale deed to the property on August 15, 2008 and  
later transferred the property by quit claim deed on February 3, 2009; and, 
 
WHEREAS, it seems likely that the intent at the time of transfer was to forgive all delinquent 
taxes and special assessments, but no such forgiveness was ever documented; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order for the adjacent property owner, Gale McKinney, to get clear title to the 
property, he has requested all delinquent taxes and special assessment accrued prior to 
February 3, 2009 be waived.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FORT 
DODGE, IOWA hereby approves the waiver of all delinquent taxes and special assessments 
accrued prior to February 3, 2009 on the property at 110 7th Avenue North. 
 
PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Fort Dodge, Iowa, this ______ day of 
___________________, 2014. 
 
AYES:  _______________________________________________________   
 
NAYS:  _______________________________________________________   
 
OTHER: _______________________________________________________   
 
 

    City of Fort Dodge, Iowa 
 

 
        __________________________ 
        Matt Bemrich, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 
_______________________________ 
Jeff Nemmers, City Clerk 
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