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December 16, 2014 
  
To:   Mayor Bemrich and City Council  
 
From:  David Fierke, City Manager 
 
Subject: Approving Work Authorization 2275-50 

Purchase E. Coli Testing Equipment for Wastewater Treatment 
Plant 

 
 
ACTION:  For vote Monday, December 22, 2014 

 
 
Brief History 
The Wastewater Treatment Plant is required to test for E. Coli and they would like to 
perform the testing in-house versus sending samples to an outside laboratory. There is 
a required maximum hold time of 6 hours for sample collection and transportation set 
by both the EPA and IDNR. As frequency and quantity of analysis increases, the 
available time to transport samples to a laboratory in Cedar Falls, IA decreases. Any 
disruption in travel or laboratory operations locally can result in the 6 hour hold time 
not being met. This would result in any samples being transported to be invalid. 
 
Analysis of Issue 
Testing in-house would eliminate the cost of transportation and analysis by a third party 
laboratory. Over time this will become a cost savings. Below is an estimate of the cost 
of transportation: 
  4 hours of packaging and transport time per trip $     72 
  Mileage of 200 miles at $3/gallon per trip  $     42 
   Total per trip      $   114  

15 sample events per year  TOTAL PER YEAR: $1,710  
    
Attached is Work Authorization Request 2275-50 from US Water to purchase E. Coli 
testing equipment for the Wastewater Treatment Plant. IDEXX Laboratories will supply 
the equipment listed on the attachment for a cost of $6,158.77. US Water will be paid 
$1,002.59 to administer the installation of the equipment. The total cost of the project 
is $7,161.36. 
 
Budget Impact 
This item will be funded with Sanitary Sewer Utility funds.  
 
Strategic Plan Impact 
NA 
 
Impact on Existing Plans 
NA 
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Committee Review / Recommendation 
NA 
 
Staff Conclusions / Recommendations 
Staff recommends approving Work Authorization Request 2275-50 from US Water at a 
cost of $7,161.36. 
 
Alternatives 
None 
 
Implementation and Accountability 
US Water will be responsible for overseeing this project. 
 
Signed       Approved 

___   _____________________ 
Chad W. Schaeffer, P.E.    David Fierke 
City Engineer      City Manager 
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