
 
January 5, 2015 
  
To:   Mayor Bemrich and City Council  
 
From:  David Fierke, City Manager 
 
Subject: Approve of Resolution of support for CJ Bio America petition for 

variance to Iowa Code 
 

 
ACTION:  For vote Monday, January 12, 2015 

 
 
Brief History 
CJ Bio America’s Industrial Pretreatment Discharge Permit issued by the City of Fort 
Dodge allows for waste water pH range between 5.5 – 9.5 with a variance of up to 
11.0.  CJ’s discharges violate Iowa Code. Specifically, Paragraph 567 IAC 62.1(8)f of 
Iowa Code which states in part: Prohibited discharges: wastes which would 
intermittently change the pH of the raw waste entering the treatment plant by more 
than 0.5 standard pH units.   
 
The City issued the permit and variance to the pH range to save on chemical costs to 
treat CJ’s waste water.  If the City held CJ to the standard pH range (5.5-9.5), CJ would 
have to feed acid to lower its pH and in turn consume alkalinity needed for the 
nitrification process that removes ammonia.  The City would have to feed Magnesium 
Hydroxide to replace the alkalinity that CJ would have just removed. 
 
Analysis of Issue 
Currently, CJ’s waste water does not harm any components of the waste water 
treatment plant and by allowing the higher pH range it saves chemical addition costs.  
Passing a resolution in support of CJ’s petition to Iowa DNR for a variance to 567 IAC 
62.1(8)f should allow CJ to continue to operate at higher pH levels and save the City 
the costs of chemical addition.  CJ will have to renew the variance with the Iowa DNR 
annually, so if in the future City staff observes problems with the elevated pH levels the 
City can request that the variance be denied.  
 
Budget Impact 
Approving this resolution and passing of the variance request by IDNR will save 
substantial costs associated with chemical addition to CJ’s waste water.   
 
Strategic Plan Impact 
Policy D.7.3: Public and private sector efforts to plan for and promote the region as a 
coherent whole, including coordination with adjoining counties, shall be supported. At 
the same time, the unique identity and character of individual communities within the 
region shall be respected. 
 



Policy D.7.10: The city shall govern by policy and enforce by ordinance.  The purpose 
and intent of government is valuable to both those who are impacted by an action and 
those who must carry out the required action.  Knowing the direction that government 
is going to take over time provides a sense of security for the city’s citizens, partners 
and investors.  The city shall set policy described in policy statements that provides 
broader guidance for the management of the city.  Ordinances are then implemented 
that further define and spell out specific actions that must be followed. 
 
Impact on Existing Plans 
None 
 
Committee Review / Recommendation 
N/A. 
 
Staff Conclusions / Recommendations 
Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution of support for CJ’s petition to 
Iowa DNR for a variance to Iowa Code. 
 
Alternatives 
None recommended.   
 
Implementation and Accountability 
N/A. 
 
Signed       Approved 

  _____________________ 
Tony Trotter, P.E.       David Fierke 
Project Engineer     City Manager 



RESOLUTION NO. _________________ 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING A VARIANCE PETITION BY CJ 
BIOAMERICA TO THE IOWA DEPARMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
NPDES PERTAINING TO 567 IAC 62.1(8)F PROHIBITED DISCHARGES. 

 
WHEREAS, Iowa Code prohibits discharges from Industries to change the pH of the raw 

wastewater entering the treatment plant by more than 0.5 standard pH units or which would 
cause the pH of the raw waste entering the treatment plant to more than 9.0 standard units; 

 
WHEREAS, The City recognizes the treatment benefits of CJ Bioamerica’s wastewater, 

specifically it’s alkaline nature which could violate 567 IAC 62.1(8)f, that enables the 
wastewater treatment plant to nitrify ammonia without the costly addition of supplemental 
alkalinity in the form of magnesium hydroxide; 

 
WHEREAS, The City also recognizes that CJ Bioamerica’s wastewater at high pH levels 

does not harm the City’s wastewater treatment plant nor negatively affect any treatment process 
or collection system. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF FORT DODGE, IOWA, that: 

 
1. The City Council supports CJ Bioamerica’s petition to IDNR for a variance to 567 

IAC 62.1(8)f. 
  

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Fort Dodge this 12th day of 
January, 2015. 
 
Ayes: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Nays: _________________________________________________________________________ 
Other: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 City of Fort Dodge, Iowa 
 
 By: ________________________ 
 Matt Bemrich, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________  
Jeff Nemmers, City Clerk 
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