
City of Fort Dodge

Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Application

September 20, 2025 - January 10, 2026

All documents MUST be submitted in person to the Fort Dodge Police Department or via email at
fdpd@fortdodgeiowa.org before 4:30 p.m. on Friday, August 15, 2025. Applications must be typed.

Cell Phone Number Alternate Phone Number

Primary Emergency Contact Name & Phone Number Secondary Emergency Contact Name & Phone Number

Iowa Driver’s License Number Iowa DNR Customer ID Number

First, Middle & Last Name Email Address

Full Address

Vehicle Information:

Hunter Information:

Year Make Model

(For vehicle used during hunt)

Color License Plate Number

Have you ever been arrested or convicted of a crime?

Have you ever had contact with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources which resulted in an enforcement
action taking place?

My initials are an acknowledgement of my understanding and permission for the Fort Dodge Police
Department to conduct a criminal history background check. I understand any false information or
non-disclosures will result in immediate removal from the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program.



As an Applicant to the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program, your initials below indicate you agree to the
following items, and failure to agree will result in immediate removal from the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt
Program:

Include a copy of my one time completed “Bow Hunter Safety Education Course” certificate with this
application.

Include a copy of my current annual "Archery Proficiency Test” with this application.

Include a copy of my valid Iowa DNR Hunting License.

Must be at least 18 years of age OR older on the day of the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt.

To take all shots from a minimum height of six (6) feet using a manufactured elevated stand with an
approved safety harness; each hunter is encouraged to use a TMA or ASTM-certified harness.

To take all shots from a minimum height of six (6) feet using a manufactured elevated stand with an
approved safety harness; each hunter is encouraged to use a TMA or ASTM-certified harness.

To NOT shoot within 200 feet / 67 yards or less of a home or any building, NOT shoot back into the
distance separation; except (do NOT check unless it is applicable).

(1) When hunting one's own property while adhering to distance requirements from the
adjoining property owner's structure.

(2) Other property owner(s) waive distance requirement in written statement filed with the City.

To NOT position or use an elevated stand within 100ft / 33 yards of any recreational trail, road or right-
of-way, and NO shot shall be taken that may cross or enter into the same. 

To shoot downward and no further than 75 feet / 25 yards from an elevated stand, and attempt to
retrieve every arrow. 

To case all bows while traveling to and from the site to the hunting stand. 

To follow IDNR hunting guidelines, except when the City regulations are more restrictive than State
regulations. 

I agree to attend the mandatory meeting conducted by the Fort Dodge Police Department. 

I understand I must report all harvests to both Fort Dodge Police Department and IDNR the harvesting
system through text, online, by telephone or visiting their local hunting license agent. See 
www.iowadnr.gov for more details. 

I understand that I must carry and be willing to present, upon request by law enforcement staff, my
“Approved Urban Bow Hunter ID Card”, IDNR license for the special bow hunt, permission form to hunt
(if applicable), and a map verifying that the property being hunted is located within the designated hunt
area. 

I have read and understand the City of Fort Dodge, Ordinance Chapter 6.23: Urban Controlled Bow
Hunting, along with any additional regulations. 

I understand that participating in this Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program is a PRIVILEGE and not a
right. I also understand and acknowledge I can be removed from the program at any time. 

Hunter’s Signature Date



City of Fort Dodge
Permission to Hunt on Private Property Form

Property Requested to be Hunted (Limited to 4 per hunter) Property Number:

Property Owner Property Manager

Name of Property Owner/Manager Email Address

Address of Property to be Hunted

Legal Description or Parcel Number

Mobile Number & Service Provider Alternate Phone Number

Does this property meet the minimum size requirement of 200 yards by 200 yards? Yes No

Will this property require a Waiver of Separation? Yes No

Will this property be shared by another approved Fort Dodge Urban Bow Hunter? Yes No

If yes, name of the hunter?

Hunters: Please advise the property owner/manager that the Fort Dodge Police Department and / or IDNR may make
contact with them by telephone and / or in-person to inspect the property to be hunted, to verify accuracy of
information, or to address any questions and /or concerns.

Hunter’s Signature Date

Additional Owner Provisions (for example: days, time of day, restrictions)



City of Fort Dodge

Voluntary Authorization & Release

Please read each statement carefully and place your initials next to each statement to indicate you have read and
understood its content.

By signing this voluntary authorization, the hunter on behalf of themself and their heirs, assigns and
legal representatives agree to release and hold harmless and indemnify the City of Fort Dodge, IA, its
officers, agents, representatives, employees, and other participating parties to the Urban Controlled
Bow Hunt Program, from any lawsuit or action that is made or brought against the City for all activities
associated with this Urban Controlled Bow Hunt program.

While the City does not require hunters to provide proof of insurance, hunters are encouraged to
consult their insurance agent regarding liability insurance and/or umbrella insurance that may provide
them with coverage for their potential liability to the City or others while they engage in bow hunting.

The hunter confirms they have received a copy of the City of Fort Dodge Code of Ordinance Chapter
6.23: Urban Controlled Bow Hunting. By signing this voluntary authorization, the hunter also
acknowledges they fully understand the content set forth in Chapter 6.23: Urban Controlled Bow
Hunting.

My voluntary signature confirms I have reviewed the above statements and have a clear understanding of their
content, and in doing so I release and hold harmless and indemnify the City of Fort Dodge, its officers, agents,
representatives, employees, and other participating parties to this Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program, form
any lawsuit or action that is made or brought against the City for all activities associated with this Urban
Controlled Bow Hunt program.

Hunter’s Signature Date

Hunter’s Printed Name



City of Fort Dodge

Waiver of Separation Form

Waiver of Separation Requirement

Per Iowa code §481A.123 Prohibited hunting near buildings, feedlots.
1. A person shall not discharge a firearm or shoot or attempt to shoot a game or fur‐bearing animal within two hundred
yards of a building inhabited by people or domestic livestock or within two hundred yards of a feedlot unless the
owner or tenant has given consent.

This form shall be submitted to the City as evidence of a property owner’s waiver of the 200‐foot separation
requirement. The waiver applies only to the property described in this waiver; only to the property owned by
the person granting the waiver; and is subject to any and all conditions or limitations listed in this waiver.

Hunt Property Information:

Name(s) of the Property Owner(s)

Legal Description or Parcel Number of Hunt Property

Physical Address, Including City, State & Zip Code, of Hunt Property

Mailing Address, Including City, State & Zip Code (if different from above)

Waiver Information:

Owner(s) Granting Waiver (Grantor(s))

Legal Description or Parcel Number for which this Waiver is Granted

Physical Address, Including City, State & Zip Code, for which this Waiver is Granted

Mailing Address of Grantor(s), Including City, State & Zip Code (if different from above)

Phone Number of Grantor Email Address of Grantor

Names of Hunters this Waiver Applies to:

(“All” can be used to refer to all hunters having legal permission to hunt, or this field can be used to restrict to certain individuals)

Limitations on Waivers:

(“None” can be used, or the waiver can be limited, such as “Waive separation from garage and east side of house only”)



If a property manager has signed this waiver rather than the property owner, evidence must be attached to this form to
show that the property manager is authorized to grant this waiver.

This waiver shall run until the expiration date unless the grantor rescinds this waiver in writing and files the rescission
with the City.

The City shall not be responsible for verification of ownership and the validity of signatures. Falsification of this form
shall subject the person submitting this waiver to prosecution under applicable laws and statutes of the City and State
of Iowa, and any hunter violating the separation requirements in the case of an invalid waiver shall be subject to
prosecution under Chapter 94 and other applicable laws and statutes of the City and State of Iowa.

By signing this form, I understand that I am waiving the 200‐foot separation requirement subject to any limitations I
have listed in this form, for the persons and period of time stated on this form.

Property Owner(s) Granting Waiver (Grantor(s)):

Property Owner’s Signature Date

Property Owner’s Signature Date

By signing this form, I acknowledge that I am certifying the accuracy of the information provided and may be subject
to prosecution for any false or inaccurate statements. I am also familiar with the boundaries of the property and
structures to which this waiver applies, and that it applies only to the property for which this waiver has been granted.

This form is only good for the 2025‐2026 hunting season. This waiver will expire at the end of the hunting season in
January 2026. A new form will be completed for each hunting season.

Hunter Submitting Waiver Form:

Hunter’s Signature Date



City of Fort Dodge
Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Proficiency Certificate

September 20, 2025 - January 10, 2026

FORM MUST BE TYPED

Cell Phone Number Alternate Phone Number

First, Middle & Last Name Email Address

Full Address

Hunter Information:

Proficiency Testing Information

The proficiency testing will take place at the Webster County Law Enforcement Center, located at 702 1st Avenue
South, Fort Dodge, IA. The assessment will require participants to shoot a total of 10 arrows: 5 arrows at a distance of
15 yards and 5 arrows at 20 yards, all aimed at a 5-inch circle. A minimum score of 80% is necessary to pass.

Scheduling Your Test

To arrange a proficiency test, please call the Fort Dodge Police Department at (515) 573-1424 during regular business
hours. Testing is available by appointment only, from Tuesday to Friday, between 12:00 PM and 4:00 PM. For an
alternative appointment time, please contact Captain Don McLaren at the Police Department.

Test Result:

Pass Fail

Hunter’s Signature Date

Name of Person Administering the Test

Signature of Person Administering Test Date



City of Fort Dodge

Incentive License/Tag AKA “Buck Tag”

2025 - 2026 Season
In an effort to incentivize the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program, the Fort Dodge City Council has implemented a
“Earn a Buck Program”. This is intended to increase harvests and help to reduce deer numbers within the Urban Deer
Management Zone.  

ELIGIBILITY:
All hunters participating in the Fort Dodge Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program are eligible for a buck incentive
license/tag. To earn a buck tag, hunters must harvest three does, verified through the official process and
confirmed in the IDNR system. This total can be achieved over multiple hunting seasons.
Once a buck tag is issued, it must be used within the current hunting season and cannot be carried over to the
next season. However, qualifying does can carry over to the next season and count toward obtaining a buck tag.
Pooling, sharing, or using another hunter's verified harvest is prohibited. Hunters can only receive credit for their
own harvests.
To verify a doe, the hunter must remove 1.5” to 2” from either the left or right ear in the presence of the official
verifying the harvest. If any ear part is removed before the doe has been checked, it will not count toward the
hunter’s total.

 
It is the responsibility of the hunter to follow all state and local laws, rules, and regulations to harvest deer and ensure
they are fully eligible for the buck incentive license/tag. 

PROCESS:
The Fort Dodge Police Department will maintain an "Antlerless Deer Harvest Confirmation Report" for each hunter.
After a hunter has harvested three does through the verification process, the Police Department will receive
confirmation from the IDNR. Once confirmed, the Police Department will notify the IDNR to issue the Buck Tag in
the IDNR system for that hunter.
The incentive buck license/tag can only be used within the Fort Dodge Urban Deer Management Zone during the
following hunting season. Buck tags are valid for one full season only. Harvesting a buck must comply with all
requirements of the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt program and follow all IDNR processes.



Hunter’s First & Last Name Hunter’s Cell Phone Number

Iowa DNR Tag Confirmation Number Deer Tag Number

Harvest Location (verified by the Police Officer)

Property Owner(s)/Manager(s) Name(s)

City of Fort Dodge

Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Program

DEER HARVESTED CONFIRMATION REPORT
To report an antlerless OR antlered deer that you harvested under the City of Fort Dodge’s Urban Controlled Bow
Hunt program, please follow these steps before transporting the deer off the property: 

1.Call the City of Fort Dodge Police Department at 515-573-2323 and ask to have a Fort Dodge Police Officer
confirm a deer harvested through the Urban Controlled Bow Hunt program.

2.State the specific address where you are hunting and a landmark where you will meet the Police Officer. Under no
circumstances will the Police Officer be required to hike into a hunt or field area. It is the hunter’s responsibility to
move the harvest to the nearest point of access while not leaving the property where the deer was harvested.

3.Complete the following information before the Police Officer arrives at the location:

Hunter:
Provide this completed form to the responding officer. You will be sent an email confirming the harvest when time
allows. Hunter must report their deer harvest to IDNR through text, online, by telephone or by visiting their local
hunting license agent. See www.iowadnr.gov for more details.

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE FORT DODGE POLICE DEPARTMENT

Tag Number Date Time

Doe Button Buck Antlers Shed Buck

Method of kill - arrow. Yes No
Verify:

Hunter has PERMISSION FORM to hunt the area. Yes No

Witness:
In the presence of an officer, the hunter removed 1 ½” to 2” from the tip of either
ear of the antlerless deer being checked.

Yes No

Officer Signature Badge Number

Officer Name













City of Fort Dodge

Urban Controlled Bow Hunt Map
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